Visit Sweden News Room

Sweden Named One of the World’s Best Countries in Condé Nast
Traveler’s 2026 Readers’ Choice Awards

Sweden ranks No. 19 as U.S. travel continues to grow, with more Americans discovering the country beyond the
traditional summer season
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SWEDEN, October 6, 2026 — Sweden has been named one of the world’s best countries in Condé Nast Traveler's 2026
Readers’ Choice Awards, ranking No. 19 among the Best Countries in the World.

Sweden’s showing in this year's awards extends to its hospitality scene, with Stockholm’sGrand Hétel ranking No. 5 among
hotels in Northern Europe.

The annual awards are based on more than798,867 survey responses from Condé Nast Traveler readers across the
United States, who rated their travel experiences around the globe and the places they most look forward to returning to.

The recognition comes as U.S. travel to Sweden continues to grow. American travelers generated 1.71 million commercial
guest nights in Sweden in 2025, up 11 percent from 2024 and 58 percent compared with 2019. That momentum continued
through summer 2026, with U.S. guest nights increasing 10.5 percent from June through August compared with the same
period last year.

“We’re delighted and honored to see Sweden recognized by Condé Nast Traveler readers at a time when interest from
American travelers continues to grow,” says Susanne Andersson, CEO of Visit Sweden. “What is particularly encouraging is
that more Americans are experiencing Sweden beyond the traditional summer season and discovering more of the country. A
better spread of visitors across seasons and destinations is an important part of how we want tourism in Sweden to develop.”

U.S. Travel Expands Beyond Summer

That shift is already visible in the numbers. Around60 percent of American guest nights in Sweden in 2025 took place
outside June through August. Compared with 2019, U.S. guest nights from January through May and September through
December increased by 65 percent, outpacing the 49 percent growth recorded during the summer months.

The pattern extends beyond U.S. travelers. Across all markets, guest nights in Sweden outside the traditional summer high
season grew 4.2 percent in 2025 compared with 2024. A more even distribution of visitors across seasons and destinations is
central to Visit Sweden’s long-term ambition for tourism that benefits more places throughout the year while reducing pressure
on individual destinations during traditional peak periods.

Stockholm remains a key draw for U.S. travelers to Sweden. Guest-night statistics also show American travel across different
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parts of Sweden, with Stockholm, West Sweden, Skane in southern Sweden and Norrbotten in Arctic Sweden recording the
highest numbers of U.S. guest nights from January through August 2026. In Skane, the U.S. was the region’s third-largest
international market in 2025, with American guest nights increasing 13 percent year over year.

Southern Sweden is also gaining international attention. Lonely Planet has named Skanér-Falsterbo to its Best in Travel 2027
list, placing the seaside destination on Sweden’s southwestern coast among its global recommendations for the year ahead.

Sweden is seeing renewed momentum at sea as well. Between May and August 2026, Swedish ports recorded257
international cruise calls, up 9 percent from the same period in 2025, while cruise passenger volumes increased
approximately 12 percent to nearly 650,000.

The 2026 Condé Nast Traveler Readers’ Choice Awards are published at Condé Nast Traveler 2026 Readers’ Choice
Awards and celebrated in the magazine’s November issue.

Sources and further information

Condé Nast Traveler 2026 Readers’ Choice Awards

Visit Sweden / Swedish Agency for Economic and Regional Growth — U.S. guest nights in Sweden, 2025

Visit Sweden — U.S. market and travel patterns

Swedish Agency for Economic and Regional Growth (Tillvaxtverket) — U.S. guest nights by region, January—August 2026
Visit Sweden — Record summer 2026 and U.S. guest-night growth

Visit Skadne — U.S. travel to Skéne

Visit Sweden — Swedish Riviera named to Lonely Planet’s Best in Travel 2027

Swedish Maritime Administration — 2026 cruise statistics

Press images

Selected destination images
Media contact

Josefin Haraldsson

Head of PR, Visit Sweden USA
pressusa@visitsweden.com



https://www.cntraveler.com/inspiration/readers-choice-awards
https://www.cntraveler.com/inspiration/readers-choice-awards#countries-and-islands
https://corporate.visitsweden.com/press/farska-siffror-utlandska-overnattningar-i-sverige-upp-108-procent-2025-jamfort-med-2024/
https://corporate.visitsweden.com/kunskap/malgrupp/usa/kort-om-usa/
https://tillvaxtdata.tillvaxtverket.se/statistikportal_eng#page=72b01aa0-1d4a-425c-8684-dbce0319b39e
https://corporate.visitsweden.com/press/rekord-staplas-pa-rekord-for-sveriges-basta-turistsommar-nagonsin/
https://corporate.visitskane.com/sv/artiklar/turismsiffrorna-for-2025-ar-har-stark-tillvaxt-for-utlandska-besokare-i-skane
https://press.visitsweden.com/SwedishRivieraLonelyPlanetBestinTravel2027
https://www.sjofartsverket.se/sv/om-oss/nyheter-och-press/nyheter/fler-kryssningsresenarer-till-svenska-hamnar-under-rekordstark-turistsommar/
https://imagebank.sweden.se/my-selections/5uevm3026
mailto:pressusa@visitsweden.com

https://press.visitsweden.com/sweden-conde-nast-traveler-readers-choice-awards-2026



https://press.visitsweden.com/sweden-conde-nast-traveler-readers-choice-awards-2026

