Visit Sweden News Room

Sweden's Gota Canal Trail Awarded Cycle Route of the Year 2025

Sweden's Scenic Gota Canal Cycle Route — Now Europe’s Premier Cycling Experience as it is awarded Cycle Route of
the Year 2025 at Fiets- en Wandelbeurs, the annual cycling and hiking fair in Utrecht, the Netherlands.

Cycling enthusiasts and nature lovers alike can now experience one of Sweden’s most picturesque cycling routes—theGota
Canal Cycle Route. Known as the Géta Canal Trail, this well-signposted national cycle route stretches approximately220
kilometres, connecting Sjétorp on Lake Vanern to Mem on the Baltic Sea.

Following the historic Géta Canal, this remarkable journey is divided into seven stages, making it easy for cyclists to plan
shorter trips or complete the entire route at their own pace. A significant portion of the trail runs along a car-free towpath,
offering a peaceful and safe cycling experience through breathtaking landscapes, past tranquil lakes, historic locks, and
charming canal-side towns such as Toreboda, Karlsborg, and Motala.

A Cycling Route for Everyone

The Géta Canal Cycle Route is designed to cater to cyclists of all abilities. It'smostly flat terrain ensures a comfortable ride
for families, casual riders, and experienced cyclists alike. The route is clearly marked with red and white national cycle route
signage, ensuring a seamless journey through Sweden’s stunning countryside.

Working together for a sustainable future

“Winning this award is a testament to the collaboration and commitment behind the Géta Canal Cycle Route. It gives us
inspiration to continue developing the route as a sustainable and attractive destination for cyclists from all over the world,” says
Magnus Hollwin, Marketing and Communications Manager at Géta Canal.

“The Géta Canal cycle path is more than just a road - it is an experience that brings together nature, history and culture. The
award as Europe'’s best cycle route is a milestone for the Géta Canal and a promise of continued development of this unique
destination.” continues Magnus.

Unforgettable Experiences Along the Way

o Charming Towns & Historic Locks — Witness the G6ta Canal locks in action and visit the G6ta Canal Museum,
where you can delve into the canal’s rich history, which celebrated its 200th anniversary in 2022.

o Unique Accommodation & Dining — Stay at the highly regarded Norrgvarn Hotell & Konferensin Lyrestad, which
offers fantastic food and a range of hotel rooms to suit different budgets. For a truly magical experience, book a night in
one of their fairy-tale-inspired troll stumps or mushroom cabins, ensuring a stay to remember.

+ Sweden’s Smallest Ferry — Just before leaving Téreboda, don’t miss the Lina cable ferry, Sweden'’s tiniest regular
ferry route, which transports passengers across the canal in a delightfully quaint crossing.

o Lanthéjden — Géta Canal’s Only Island— Marvel at Lanthéjden, an artificial island created during the 1930s
excavation of the Bergkanalen, a canal section built to ease boat navigation around a once-infamous bend.

o Top tip! To learn more about the fascinating history of the Géta Canal while on your journey, and discover places that
don’t always feature in the tourist brochures, book a guided cycle tour or hike with Vardskapsbyran.

Plan Your Trip Today

The best time to cycle the Géta Canal is during thesummer months, when the weather is warm, and the natural scenery is at
its most vibrant. Whether you're looking for a scenic weekend ride or an extended cycling holiday, the Géta Canal Cycle Route
promises an unforgettable adventure through one of Sweden’s most iconic landscapes.

For those looking for a hassle-free cycling holiday, Dutch tour operator Naar het Noorden offers a selection of packages,
including their 5-day ‘Géta Canal from West to East’ tour (€ 1099 pp), which takes you on a breathtaking journey along the
canal. Find out more and book your adventure at www.naarhetnoorden.nl/gotakanaal-van-west-naar-oost.

For more information on the Géta Canal Cycle Route, visit:

» https://www.gotakanal.se/en/about-us/the-gota-canal-trail
o https://www.vastsverige.com/en/nature-experiences/cycling/cycle-paths/cycle-along-the-gota-canal/
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About the Gota Canal

The Géta Canal is one of Sweden's most iconic tourist destinations, offering unique experiences along its 200km waterway.
With attractions such as the cycle path, canal boats and charming small towns, the canal attracts thousands of visitors from all
over the world every year.

Visit Sweden has an official assignment from the Swedish government to market Sweden as a destination. Our vision is that
Sweden by 2030 is the world's most sustainable and attractive destination built on innovation. Now more than ever, purposeful
travel needs to be meaningful, conscious and creating lasting value with regard to our guests, the local community and our
planet.

Welcome to Sweden, a destination of a different nature.

https://corporate.visitsweden.com/om-oss/en/
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